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Taipe i, Taiwan 
19 August 1950 


Major General A,'R. Bolling, U. S. Army 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 
Department of the Army 

Washington 25, D. C. 


My dear General Bolling: 


The recent changes in the military situation in Taiwan have | 
effected this office to a considerable extent and I hope you will pardon 
me if I write a lengthy letter on the subject. I shall speak frankly, 
as I believe that one reason for permitting Army Attache’ to correspond 
directly with you is to allow us to express ourselves in this manner, 


I would like to say a word about what happened after receipt of 
your classified message directing me to ask the Chinese for certain inform- 
tion concerning their needs for arms and equipment, When the message was 
received I was in Hongkong getting some dental work done, and Lt. Colonel 
Poston at once took up the matter with Lieut. General Fisher Hou, G-2 of 
the Ministry of National Defense, who referred it to General Chou Chih-jou, 
Chief of Staff, The subsequent actions of General Chou have been reported 
to you by radio. In my opinion they seem to indicate a distinctly un- 
cooperative attitude towards Service Attaches. 


Genera] Chou first inquired who Colonel Poston was, although he 
has met him a number of times and should know him quite well. He also asked 
why I had not made the inquiry instead of Colonel Poston, and it was, of 
course, explained to him that IT was in Hongkong and Colonel Poston was 
representing me, The most inexplicable feature of the whole thing was the 
apparent reluctance of the Chinese to give us information which was desired 
solely in order to enable the United States to assist the Chinese Army, It 
is, of course, possible that General Chou thought the whole thing a trick on 
our part to secure certain important information about the Chinese Army, It 
seems to me, hoWever, that any sensible man would realize that for a Service 
Attache to attempt such a thing would involve him in the risk of getting 
himself summarily relieved, as it would be easy for the Chinese to ascertain 
through their M.A. in Washington whether you had actually requested the ey 
information which the Army Attache in Taipei said you had, 


I have previously written you concerning the restrictions on the 
activities of Service Attaches recently imposed by the Ministry of National 
Defense. Because of some uncertainty as to the correctness of the translation 
into English which accompanied the little book which set forth these restric- 
tions, I have not yet sent it in, although I. know that the Naval Attache 
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has done so. I enclose a copy herewith, In the English translation first 
sent us, a clause @ppeared requiring Service Attaches who wished to invite. 
government officials to social functions to transmit the invitations thru G-2, 
MND. This clause did not appear in the Chinese text and was later deleted 
from the translation. Why this happened I doubt we shall ever know. 





I believe the restrictions upon Service Attaches and the strange 
behavior of General Chou Chih-jou in connection with our inquiry on the subject 
of needs of the Chinese Army are both manifestations of the coldness which has 
existed for some time between our Department of State and the Chinese Government. 
I believe the Chinese Government felt there was little hope that the United 
States would do anything to keep Formosa from falling to the Communists, and 
therefore no good Purpose would be served by allowing Service Attaches too free 
a rein in the aquisition of information, In other words, I think the Chinese 
Government vented on the Service Attaches some of the resentment which they felt 
towards the State Department, 


The somewhat complicated relations between Service Attaches and the 
State Department are difficult for the Chinese to understand, They know we are 
Officers of the Armed Forces and, accordingly, under the Department of Defense, 
but we are attached to a diplomatic mission which comes under the State Depart- 
ment. I think probably the best explanation of the way the Chinese Government 
looks upon Service Attaches is that we are soldier-diplomats. 


Y 


As the Service Attaches here have felt it would be undesirable for us 
_ to let it be known that we have consistently recommended military aid to keep 
Formosa from falling to the Communists, it is probable that many officials of the 
Chinese Government believed that we took the same attitude on this subject as 
the State Department; and this certainly has not tended to make us popular. 
\ 
In this connection, I should like to say that whatever coolness has, 
in the past, existed between the State Department and the Chinese Government, 
| it was never reflected in the personal conduct of any Chinese officials towards 
| us.. Even the criticism of the United States Government expressed by Mr, Chen 
| Li-fu to Lt. Colonels Poston and Shaw on 30 May 50 was delivered in an entirely 
polite and friendly atmosphere. 


Personally, I did not take too seriously the restrictions placed upon 
us by the Ministry of National Defense, It is possible that they were not in- . 
tended to be @pplied too strictly; especially as the Chinese are prone to lax N 
interpretations of all regulations, unless they deem it to their advantage to 
interpret them otherwise. In other words, I felt that while strict interpretation \ 
of the regulations Would inconvenience us, limit the scope of our reporting, : 
and possibly even lead to embarrassing situations, if we used our heads, we could 
probably get around the restrictions in an unobtrusive way and carry on pretty 
much as we had in the past. 


I also felt that the coolness between our Governments was 4 passing \ 
phase which would probably eventually change either for better or for worse, 
and We could govern our conduct accordingly. In the event of improvement in our 
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wtions, the restrictions will probably be allowed to die a natural death,. 
athough for reasons of "face", I doubt they will be revoked. I feel, in other 
words, it is not worth while to "get our bowels into an uproar" over them, but 
try to do the best we can, and arouse as little hostility as possible. 


I think the most sensible action to take in this situation would be for 
the Department of National Defense to put into effect similar regulations to govern 
the activities of all representatives of the Chinese Ministry of National Defense 
serving in the United States. 


The arrival of Admiral Jarrett has, of course, changed our situation to 
a considerable extent. While I would have been very glad to have continued to 
enjoy the "face" and exercise the authority which go with the post of Senior Military 
Attache, from what I have seen of him, I cannot imagine a pleasanter officer under 
whom to serve than Admiral Jarrett. 


Admiral Jarrett told me after his arrival that he believed one reason for 
selecting him as Naval. Attache and Senior Military Attache was that he has had no 
service in China and is, therefore, free from the prejudices which one is likely 
to acquire after serving here for & long time, I am heartily in accord with this 
view up to a certain point. In administration and social contacts, lack of 


experience is certainly no handicap, but if one considers the primary duty of a- 


Service Attache to be the acquisition and reporting of ‘information concerning the 
country in which he is stationed, I would say that an inexperienced officer mone 
under a decided handicap, 


; Speaking from @ purely impersonal viewpoint, I believe that if it is to 
be the policy in future that the Senior Service Attache should be totally 
inexperienced in the country in which he is serving, it will tend to discourage 
ambitious officers from sesking to make themselves experts on any particular country. 
This might mean that eventually junior service Attaches will consist mostly of 
non=ambitious hacks who do the work, while the highest post is held by a top-flight 
officer chosen principally on the basis of being free of any prejudice about the 
country in which he is serving. If this is to be the policy, it seems to me it would 
be better to hire civilians to acquire the information and write the reports. 


Admiral Jarrett indicated to me that he believed the motive behind the 
sudden increase. in the number of Service Attaches was to secure better coverage on 
Taiwan, I do not know whether or not this means you have not been satisfied with the 
reporting of this office, If such is the case, I hope you felt our inability to 
cover our area was due to lack of personnel rather than failure on the part of Lt. 
Colonel Poston and myself to function as efficiently as we should. 


I am, of course, delighted to have our office expanded rather than cut down. 
I knew Lt. Colonel Schmidt and Captain Phillips when they were students of the 
Chinese languége at the War Department Language School in Peiping, and I have high 
regard for them personally and for their capabilities. Major Keller and I served 
together in the 15th Infantry in Tientsin when he was an enlisted man. He impresses 
me ag a hard-working, serious minded officer, very mich interested in his branch. 
It is as yet too early to judge, but from what I have seen of him, it seems to me 


Jan 


SECRET 


an ee 


. hag a sound and well balanced knowledge of the whole field of Ordnance. 





I have already applied to the Ministry of National Defense for 
permission for Major Keller to visit @ mumber of Ordnance installations. If he 
is allowed a reasonable degree of freedom in making contacts and exercising his | 
capabilities, I believe he will acquire much valuable information and, at the same 
time, be of considerable assistance to the Chinese forces. 


Under a strict application of the regulations governing the conduct of 
Armed Service Attaches, referred to above, this office could easily be reduced to 
a mere agency for the transmission of requests for information and the forwarding 
of whatever MND cared to hand out in response to these requests. In such cases, 
no amount of increase in personnel would result in much increase in acquisition 
of information worth reporting, As I stated above, however, I feel we can 
' eventually get around the regulations in one way or another; and I believe the 

additional officers recently assigned to this office can be used to great 

advantage « 


You have certainly gone out of your way to help us with additional 
administrative and clerical personnel. I shall try to repay your kindness by 
sending in more and better revorts. I shall be delighted to have Mr. Mitchell 
back again. He understands conditions here thoroughly, and is 3 very efficient 
and hard working Warrant Officer. We al] like him personally, which is another 
reason we are glad he is returning to Taipei, All I can say is, if we don't perform 
&g you would like, it will not be because you havn't done everything in the world 
to help us. 


Ag Was to be expected, the visit of General MacArthur to Taipei, which 
apparently caused some complications on a high level, also affected us to some 
extent. The initial effect, to pit it briefly and frankly, was to make General 
MacArthur appear as the saviour and true friend of China; while his eventual 
appearance &g Santa Claus for the Chinese Army also seemed highly probable. 


This situation did not tend to make the Service Attaches any more popular 
than they had been before. The MND could not reasonably be expected to wish to 
spend mich time answering the tiresome queries of Service Attaches when it could 
pass information directly to General MacArthur with the reasonable expectation that 
by serving him well, they might help China reap a handsome reward. 


Now, however, that Admiral Jarrett has been designated as the official 
liaison between the Ministry of National Defense and General MacArthur, I think there 
is little likelihood of our being left out in the cold. Already Admiral Jarrett 
has been able to pass to this office some very interesting reports concerning the 
mainland. Ag long as the Chinese Govarnment gives the information to Admiral 
Jarrett, I am sure this office will receive it. 


j 


Admiral Jarrett has indicated to me that he thinks it would be a good 
thing for personnel of this office to travel as mch as possible in areas where we 
can acquire useful information about the military situation. I am heartily in 
agreement with this view, Lt. Colonels Poston and Schmidt are at present on a jeep 
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dich will cover a considerable part of the Island and they will probably 
» some interesting reports to submit on their return. 


If we can secure permission from the Ministry of National Defense and the 
necessary funds, I would like to fix up a set. of warters in Pingtung, which is 
located near General Sun Lien~chung's Headquarters, and keep an officer there a good 
part of the time. If I need any help in the way of funds I shall submit a request 
stating the amount and just what it is to be used for, There quarters could be used 
for all Service Attaches when they visit Pingtung. Except for short periods, I do 
not think it desirable to ask the MND to provide accomodations for officers away from 
Taipei, The quarters are usually poorly screened, dirty, and unsanitary; and the 
food, especially in the summer, is apt to cause intestinal upsets. 


Admiral Jarrett informs me that Mr. Rankin, our new Minister, has expressed 
the hope that “unification” can be effected among the Service Attaches. Admiral 
Jarrett is not clear as to just what Mr. Rankin means by this, but he inclines to the 
belief that he probably desires to exercise rather close supervision over the 
activities of the Attaches. We shall doubtless find out more about this in the future. 
In any event, as Mr, Rankin appears to be not only very pleasant and efficient, but 
Also an extremely reasonable man, I do not see how his desires can affect us adversely. 


Admiral Jarrett has expressed a desire that our radios and reports be cleared 
through his office in order to agsist him in keeping in touch with the situation and 
to prevent duplication in reporting. This seems to me an entirely reasonable direc- 
tive with which I shall be glad to comply. If I should happen to have a message which 
I would not want anyone outside this office to see, as in a case where I wished to name 
& source With as little risk as possible to the individual concerned, I would explain 
the circumstances to Admiral Jarrett and I am sure he would have no objection to 
passing the message without seeing it. 


To sum up, the present uncertainties in the relations of the United States 
Government and General MacArthur with the Chinese Nationalist Government are re- 
flected, to some extent, on 4 lower level in the operations of this office. J feel, 
however, that whatever difficulties we are experiencing by reason of this complicated 
situation, will eventually be ironed out. 


J apologize for such a lengthy letter, but I hope it will enable you to 
understand more clearly some of our special problems, and unusual conditions under 
which we operate, 


; As far as I personally am concerned, T am very glad to be Army Attache in 
Taiwan, and I only hope that I can continue to serve in this capacity for a long time 
to come. 


Very respectfully, 


1 Incl DAVID D. BARRETT 
Restrictions for Colonel, GSG 
Attaches Army Attache 
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Regulations regarding all Army, Navy, and Air Attache's Stationed 
in China. 


1. All military attache's stationed in China should at the 
very beginning of their inauguration make an appointment to call on 
the Liaison Section, Chief of Staff G2, MND, through whom other 
appointments should be arranged to call on all related high ranking 
officers. Hither formal dress or ordinary uniforms can be worn by. 
all newly appointed attaches at their first call on the related high 
ranking officers. 


2. liilitary attaches from each country are required to send a 
report containing the number of personnel in their office, their 
names, relative rank, photographs, records of experience, location 
of office, telephone number etc. to the liaison section of the 2nd 
Department of the ministry of national defense as a matter of re= 
cord. If any new personnel join the office of the attache, the 
above procedure should be followed. 


3. .If there is any transfer or termination of attaches, the - 
date of departure, to their own country should be sent in to the 
Liaison Section of G2, MND, to be recorded, and in addition the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs should be informed. 


4. Changes in office address, office hours, telephone number 
etc, should be reported to the Liaison section, of MND G-2, so that 
close liaison may be maintained. 


5. All officers belonging to the Attache's office without 
diplomatic status, or those who do not belong to the attache's 
office, but who have special assignments, should register as fol- 
lows: The former should ask for registration in the Liaison e 
section of MND G-2 thru Ministry of Foreign Affairs by their res- 
pective embassies; The latter should register with the Liaison 
section of MND G-2 thru their respective attaches. 


6. The names, records of experience and duty of all civilian 
“personnel and employees in each attache office should be turned in 
to the Liaison Section of the MND G-2 for registration. 


7. Appointments can be made by all Military Attache's to 
meet the Chief of Staff G-2, MND at any time, or if the matter is 
official business, they may. see the Deputy Chief of Staff, if the . 
Chief of Staff is not available. 


S$, All Military Attaches are required to contact the Liaison 
Section of The Ministry of National Defense G-2 to make appointments 
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to see all high ranking officers or top government officials on 
either public or private business. 


9, All applications for visits or travel on official business 
should be arranged thru the Liaison Section of the MND G2 at least 
one week in advance. 


10. All Army attaches should contact the Liaison Section of the 
MND G-2, for related material required by the attache, or for the 
exchange of intelligence. 


11. Naval and Air Attaches can contact the responsible Liaison 
Unit of Naval or Air Headquarters on problems concerning the Navy or 
Air Foree, or for technical problems. In reference to General Problems, 
material, or exchange of intelligence and in the case of visits to 
Naval or Air installations, applications in compliance with items 9 


and 10 above should be submitted to the Liaison Section of the MND . 
G2, 


12. All Wilitary attaches who desire to see our military maneu- 
vers should be invited and accompanied by officers from the Liaison 
Section of MND G2. 


13. When participating in the National Ceremonies of our 
country a11 attaches will be entertained by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in accordance with the regulations and formalities fixed by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


14. When Attaches depart temporarily from the seat of our 
Government the Liaison section of the Ministry of National Defense 
Ge2 will be informed of the Acting Attache. 


15. All official letters by the Ministry Attaches should be 
written in Chinese, with two copies in the original language. 


16. These regulations may be revised at any time as required. 


17. These regulations will be effective from the date of 
promulgation. 


